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NEWS

The ninth annual conference of JAPAN SHELLEY STUDIES CENTER (JSSC)
was held at Sanjyo Kaikan Hall on Hongo Campus, Tokyo University, on 2 December
2000. After an opening speech by President Shigetoshi Ishikawa followed a special
lecture and then a symposium. Atsushi Shirai (Emeritus Professor at Keio Gijyuku
University) gave the lecture on the relations between the Shelleys and Godwin.
Hiroshi Suzuki (Emeritus Professor at Waseda University) moderated the symposium
on “Ode to Liberty” and “A Vision of the Sea” in which the two speakers, Motonobu
Yoshioka and Suzuna Jimbo, fully discussed them, by paying special attention to the
former. Their abstracts appear below. The tenth conference will be held at the same
place on Saturday, 1 December 2001. The program will include a special lecture by
Hiroshi Suzuki and a symposium on The Wandering Jew, one of the few poems treated
of so far not only by Japanese but Western scholars.

A new organization of JSSC under the management of Tatsuo Tokoo as President
and Masumi Niina as Director of the office division will begin to operate from April
2001 onward. Kazuo Kawamura and Masumi Niina will enter the secretarial board.
Hiroko Nakamura and Hiroshi Takubo will be responsible for treasury in place of
Chiyoshi Yamada (died February 2000) and Kazuo Kawamura. The office will move
from Yamanashi University to Niina’s address (e-mail: m-niina@msf.biglobe.ne.jp).






SYNOPSES

Special Lecture:“William Godwin: An Honourable Dead or Is He Alive?”
Atsushi Shirai (Emeritus Professor at Keio Gijyuku University)

This title comes from the letter that Shelley wrote to Godwin in early 1812, as
he learned that the great Gowin was still alive in London: “I had enrolled your name
on the list of the honourable dead.” William Godwin was on the peak of his fame
when he published Political Justice in 1793. After he wrote a biography of his wife
Mary Wolstonecraft and as he was criticized by Malthus in 4n Essay on Population,
he came to receive more and more denouncement until he had been alomost forgotten
by the public by the beginning of the new century. A decade later Shelley was
surprised to find that he was still alive, and he sought for friendship with him until
finally he married his daughter.

Godwin is still remembered as an influence on the Romantic poets and as an
inspiration to Robert Owen and Ricardian Socialists. But his contribution to the history
of ideas far exceeds those. His ideas preceded by eighty years Marx’s description of
“the second stage of communism” that appeared in Critique of the Gotha Programme
(1875). As a founder of modern anarchism, his raﬁonalism, communism, principles
of mutual aid and critique of the division of labor closely resembled those of
Kropotkin’s. Godwin’s critique of the institution of marriage also preceded modern
feminism.

Although in England, Godwin’s novels are still read and large collections of his
writings have been published, in Japan there have been a very small number of serious
studies on this thinker. Godwin, however, had predicted the emergence of robots,
general aging of the population and the decrease in the number of children in modern
society. Many of his predictions have been realized. In recent years, there are signs

that Godwinian ideas are reviving: power and authority are set under scrutiny more
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than ever before; discussions on social jilstice are active; the idea of “excellence” is
revalued. By studying Godwin’s ideas on higher happiness, the duty of promoting
universal benefit, the individual judgement, the utmost freedom, the rejection of the
institution of marriage, and the unlimited progress of reason and morality, not only can
we learn about the ideas and the spirit of the 18th century, but also can get continual
inspiration for the understanding of the condition of human race and for visions of what

we can be.



Symposium on “A Vision of the Sea” and “Ode to Liberty”
Panelist 1: Nobuo Yoshioka (Emeritus Professor at Osaka Prefectural
University)
On “Ode to Liberty”

“Ode to Liberty” was written to celebrate the establishment in 1820 of a
constitutional monarchy of Spain, which was to last three years.

Liberty is described as lightning, “the ray / Of the remotest sphere of living
flame,” and sunlight dispelling the darkness of night.” This lightning is accompanied
by a song thundering from the deepest throne in “the heaven of fame,” giving order to
this world of chaos.

The opposition of light and darkness and order and chaos is political: dark and
chaotic is the actual world governed largely by monarchism; light and orderly is the
new world system, more or less realized by the American, French and other
revolutions. “Liberty” here means something like the ideals of liberty, equality and
fraternity.

Liberty was fully realized first in Athens (IV-VI) and lately in America (XI):
Athens around the time of Pericles when direct democracy was conceived and
administered, America, “the Republic of the United States” that has “no king,. . .
oligarchy, . . . established church” (from A Philosophical View of Reform). “Liberty”
here refers to republicanism.

Meanwhile, Spain, while becoming a constitutional monarchy, still has one more
step to take, as does England, which “still sleeps.” Both are “twins of a single destiny,”
and are urged to appeal to America in the dim West to impress all it has “thought and
done,” i.e. republicanism. |

“Ode to Liberty” has some parallels with Prometheus Unbound, among which
is that the soul finds its daily nourishment in gleams of liberty— the eruption of the

Spanish revolution is one such gleam—, just as Prometheus is revived from daily
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tortures—of which the failure of the French revolution is one case— by the hope of
“the Hour” when Jupiter is overthrown, thrones are kingless, and these and altars are
like “The ghosts of a no more remembered fame.” This parallelism sheds some light

on each poem, e.g., on what Prometheus anticipated.



Response: Suzuna Jimbo (Professor at Ritsumeikan University)
“A Vision of the Sea”, “Ode to Liberty” and the Prometheus Volume

Of the nine poems published with Prometheus Unbound in 1820, some are very
well known such as the ‘Ode to the West Wind’ and ‘To a Skylark’, while others are
little known or read such as ‘A Vision of the Sea’ and the ‘Ode to Liberty’. Among
recent studies on Shelley, is a very ambitious one on ‘A Vision’ by Nora Crook, who
interprets that the main theme of the poem is Shelley and Mary’s sorrow on their son
William’s death. Idon’t agree with her. For this poem and the ‘Ode to Liberty’ as
well as the rest of the nine should be interpreted along the same idealism as that of
Prometheus, as Shelley himself says on the nine poems in his letter (to Ollier, May 14,
1820). In my Response at the Shelley Symposium 2000, I tried to show how Shelley
aimed at the Athenian ideal world in his Prometheus and the poems published with it,
throilgh the three key words, Tempest, Rome and Athens. As Neil Fraistat says,
Prometheus’ final destination where his cave is, should be Colonus which is ruled by
Athenian Prince Theseus. And we should think other poems published with
Prometheus were also written aiming at the Athenian idealism.

As for Tempest, by comparing two similar scenes, the first eleven lines of ‘A
Vision’ and the second stanza of the ‘Ode to the West Wind’ we can see Shelley
wanted to show by ‘Tempest’ a chaotic state full of evils and lifelessness. From the
rich metaphorical meanings of the Greek word ‘yeipdov’ (winter, stormy weather,
calamity, storm of battle, storm of madness) we can guess Shelley probably had in
mind all these metaphorical as well as physical meanings when he described a storm
or tempest. The closeness of the atmosphere in the ‘Omitted Stanza’, 11.1-7 of ‘An
Ode’ for the Spaniards (writ. 1819) and the last five lines of ‘A Vision’ suggests the
rescued child of ‘Love and Beauty’ (‘A Vision’, 1.162), who is now after the Tempest
playing with the ocean which was ‘Death and Fear’ (1.161) in the storm, represents

Freedom’s child in Spain or Liberty’s in future England.
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What with the long succession of wars over Europe (1793-1815) and with poor
administration at home, not only England but all Europe in 1819 was the graves
without Liberty or Life, devoured by ‘Tempest’.

The origin of the “Tempest’ goes back to Rome. In stanza VII of the ‘Ode to
Liberty’ Shelley sings that Rome drew the milk of greatness from the fair bosom of
Liberty even when her dearest child Athens still needed that Elysian food. (11.91-94)
Shelley here compares Rome to a wolf-cub and Liberty and Athens to human mother
and child. (See Bacchae, 699-700) Shelley wanted to show the barbarous Romans
invaded the Greek world, uneducated, conquering far and wide by force. Another
thing worthy of our note here is that through this tragedy by Euripides, Shelley wanted
to show or at least had in mind its awful Revenge and lack of Wisdom.

So in the ‘Ode to Liberty’ the Bacchic Revenge of Revolution couldn’t restore
the goddess Liberty yet(XII.171-2), and for her restoration Shelley asks her to send us
first the Athenian Wisdom(XVIII). Just as Prometheus recalled his curse, denying
Euripidean Revenge, and defeated the Furies and finally his opponent Tyrant with
Sophoclean and Platonic (i.e. Athenian) Love and Wisdom in the drama, so in the ‘Ode
to Liberty’ as well as the rest of the nine, Love and Wisdom are the only agents for
Liberty. Don’t you hear the fate of King Oedipus in these lines of the ‘Ode to
Liberty’?

Comes she [=Wisdom] not, and come ye not,
Rulers of eternal thought,
To judge, with solemn truth, ife’s ill-apportioned lot?
Blind Love, and equal Justice, and the Fame
Of what has been, the Hope of what will be?
(XVIIL 11.261-265, italics mine.)
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O WILD West Wind, thou breath of Autumn's being,
Thou, from whose unseen presence the leaves dead

Are driven, like ghosts from an enchanter fleeing
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deep, autumnal fone, Sweet through in sadness(1.60—61), %%,
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If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind ? (11.69—70)
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