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NEWS

The twenty-fifth annual conference of Japan Shelley Studies Center (JSSC) was held at Sanjo Conference
Hall on Hongo Campus, University of Tokyo on December 3, 2016. Professor Reiko Aiura (Shiga
University of Medical Science) and Professor Yasuyoshi Ao (Kyusyu University) gave special lectures in a
symposium entitled "Symposium Commemorating the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of Frankenstein,"
moderated by the president of the Japan Shelley Studies Center, Miharu Abe. Professor Ao and Professor
Aiura discussed the nature of literary collaboration and the intellectual backgrounds of the Shelley-Byron
Circle in the summer of 1816 in Geneva. The abstracts of their talks appear below.

Twenty-sixth conference will be held at Sanjo Conference Hall on the same campus on Saturday,
December 2, 2017. The program will include a special lecture by Motonobu Yoshioka. The topic of
"Shelley and Science" will be discussed in the symposium, which Masumi Niina is to organize with three

other speakers, Lawrence Masakazu Yoneda, Rina Suzuki, and Kenichi Uki.
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From the 2016 Annual Conference, December 3, 2016

A Symposium:

Commemorating the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of Frankenstein

The year 2016 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Frankenstein: Or the Modern Prometheus, which has since had
tremendous impacts on the modern imagination. Commemorating the year, this symposium focuses on the productive
association of the Shelleys and Lord Byron group in the summer of 1816, as well as on Jean-Jacques Rousseau, a native of
Geneva whom they paid homage to. Yasuyoshi Ao and Reiko Aiura participate in the symposium moderated by Miharu

Abe.
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A Symposium: Commemorating the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of Frankenstein
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A Symposium: Commemorating the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of Frankenstein

The Gathering at Villa Diodati that Led to the Creation of Horror Stories

AIURA Reiko

Just two centuries ago a remarkable handful of young
adults gathered at a house called Villa Diodati next to
Lake Leman in Switzerland. The group included Lord
Byron, the poet Percy Shelley, Mary Godwin, her
step-sister Claire Clairmont, and John Polidori, a young
doctor of Italian descent. Relationships in the group were
not always easy, but together these people were
remarkably productive; one evening they produced some
of the landmarks of fiction which are well-known even
today.

The two great achievements which arose in an
evening of story-telling were Mary Godwin’s (later Mary
Shelley's) story of "Frankenstein" and Byron's vampire
story, which was later adopted by John Polidori to create
the new genre of aristocratic vampire, quite different from
the previous Eastern European peasant image. The

\l

meeting took place in the "year without a summer" — a
year of vile weather following the eruption in 1815 of
Mount Tambora in Indonesia. The terrible, dark, stormy
weather was perfectly conducive to the atmosphere of
“Gothic" horror in the stories. Byron, who had married in
the previous year and become embroiled in scandal in
England, left his wife and daughter, and in April 1816 he
took himself into exile from England; Villa Diodati was
his refuge that summer.

Shelley left his wife Harriet in England and took
Mary Godwin, with whom he was in love, to a house near
Villa Diodati. Polidori, too young to be allowed to practice
as a doctor in England, went as Byron's companion.

Claire Clairmont had met Lord Byron previously and

formed a relationship with him, and it seems that she and

Mary had proposed a meeting with Byron in
Switzerland.

Byron and Shelley quickly became close friends,
and they discussed philosophical ideas with passion for
hours, while Byron distanced himself from Claire
Clairmont. Only Byron and Polidori were proper
residents in the Villa, while the others lived nearby and
visited in the evenings. Mary was only eighteen years
old. She was sensitive and highly intellectual. There
may have been considerable competition for attentions
among these young people, and it seems that Shelley
distanced himself from Claire while Byron was around;
and Claire may have competed with Polidori for
Byron’s attention. Relationships within that small
group were complex. Still, Mary Shelley remembered
that summer as an especially wonderful time in her life.

In the evenings they often discussed literature. On
one such occasion, Byron was reading aloud from
Coleridge’s “Christabel” and Shelley, filled with horror,
left the room to avoid hearing any more; one wonders
about the effects on the others. Byron, inspired by their
reading of Fantasmagoriana (a collection of German
horror stories) in French, suggested that each person
present should compose and tell a horror story, and all
agreed. Of the tales told that night, two achieved
lasting fame.

In this account, I would like to concentrate on two
topics: Polidoli, his life and works (not widely known),
and the relationship between Mary and Byron, and

their later friendship following Shelley’s death.
(Shiga University of Medical Science)
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Frankenstein et Rousseau

AO Yasuyoshi

Au 19e siecle, les auteurs romantiques
considéraient Rousseau comme un précurseur pour leur
école. Mais Rousseau lui-méme aurait-il partagé cette
opinion ? S'il avait engagé la conversation avec eux,
méme leurs louanges [’auraient profondément
déconcerté, et ce penseur solitaire n’aurait sans doute
pu accepter 1'image que ses admirateurs se faisaient de
lui.

Rousseau est considéré comme un précurseur du
romantisme parce qu’on suppose l'existence d'un
courant littéraire apparaissant dés la seconde moitié du
XVIlle siécle pour préparer I’arrivée du romantisme.
Une telle perspective permet certainement d'expliquer
l'apparition du mouvement romantique dans I’histoire
littéraire francaise, mais elle ne permet pas d’expliquer
la variété des différents mouvements dans les domaines
littéraire et artistique. Cette simplification présente le
risque d'alimenter le mythe d'une continuité qui
mettrait en relation des phénomeénes fort différents
malgré la distance qui les sépare.

Au lieu de parler de ce qui relie XVIlle et XIXe
siécle, il est important d’examiner ce qui sépare ces
deux époques, autrement dit de chercher I’originalité
du XVIIIe siécle. Qu’est-ce que le XVIlle siécle? On

utilise souvent le terme « lumiéres » pour qualifier
cette époque. Mais ce n’est qu'un des aspects qui
caractérisent ce siecle. Les études récentes sur le
XVlllIe siecle soulignent la diversit¢ des mouvements
intellectuels a une époque ou des partis fort différents
s'opposent pour réaliser leurs objectifs idéologiques.
Rousseau s'efforce d'ailleurs de souligner la distance
qui sépare ses idées des tendances dominantes de cette
époque. En d’autres termes, le XVIlle siécle se
caractérise par une grande complexité, faite a la fois de
zones éclairées et de zones sombres.

Il est temps de reconsidérer la pseudo-continuité
qui vise a négliger la différence entre les objets et la
pseudo-unité qui vise a négliger la complexité des
activités dans des domaines trés diversifiés. Nous
voudrions donc comparer les textes rousseauistes avec
le Frankenstein de Mary Shelly. A partir de cette
comparaison, nous mettrons en évidence le nouvel
épistéme qui caractérise 1’ceuvre de Shelly avant de
montrer ’originalit¢é d'un Rousseau qui échappe aux

interprétations superficielles et faciles.

(Université du Kyushu)



Dating the Birth of Frankenstein's Creature

UKI Kenichi

The birth of the Creature by Victor Frankenstein is estimated to be on 16th of November, 1793. Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein: Or the Modern Prometheus, despite being a fictional work, reflects accurately the social and
historical background of the story. Taking advantage of the time markers referring to historical dates, years,
events, and publications, found throughout the novel, we can reconstruct the chronology of the events narrated in
the novel. Furthermore, based on the phases of the Moon, we can surmise the exact dates. The following
investigation lists the time markers, in order to construct the chronology, and attempts to provide the basis for
dating the birth of the Creature. Even though, under some circumstances arbitrary choices cannot be avoided, and
there arises the need to account for the inconsistency of the time markers, we can still arrive at a probable date of

the Creature’s birth.
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Review

Royal National Theatre, “Frankenstein”
Kobe Asahi Hall, Dec. 25, 2016

Reviewed by OKA Hayato
Tratn e T E = TAT [TTrrvadf ] 2BT
[ A

Creature: Don t leave me. Don t leave me alone.
You and I, we are one. While you live, I live.
When you are gone, I must go too.
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— “Frankenstein” (Royal National Theatre)
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Review

Differential and Integral Time of Frankenstein:
Reviewing Victor Frankenstein’s Progenies
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A Word of Gratitude

On the behalf of the members of Japan Shelley Studies Center I would like to express our deepest appreciation
to Nora Crook, Emeritus Professor of Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, for a donation she made to the
association, during her stay in Japan as a guest researcher last year. Up to now, this eminent Shelley scholar
has made invaluable contributions to the center. It has been a great pleasure and honor for us as well as a great
encouragement to have Professor Crook to speak to us in her lecture in 2005, “Did Mary Shelley write
Frankenstein? Or did Percy Shelley spoil it?” It left a strong impression in our memory. Moreover her
contribution, “Discovering the Shelleys: an Editor’s Joy” to the annual bulletin in 2013 was not only inspiring
but also profoundly moving revealing her friendship with the co-editor of Shelley’s text, the late Professor
Tokoh, who made this exchange possible. We regret that we can’t share her joys of keeping friendship with
Professor Tokoh anymore, but we hope to share the joy of having her encouragement to us with the younger
generation of Japan Shelley Studies Center.

ABE Miharu (President of Japan Shelley Studies Center)
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