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NEWS

The twenty-sixth annual conference of Japan Shelley Studies Center (JSSC) was held at Sanjo
Conference Hall on Hongo Campus, University of Tokyo on December 2, 2017. Professor Motonobu
Yoshioka gave a special lecture on a reading of Shelley’s Ode to Liberty, followed by a symposium
titled "The Scientific Shelleys." Masumi Niina moderated the symposium. Speakers were Lawrence
Masakazu Yoneta, Rina Suzuki, and Kenichi Uki. They engaged the audience with a lively discussion
on the literature and science with Percy and Mary Shelley. The synopses appear below.

Twenty-seventh conference will be held at Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto on Saturday,
December 1, 2018. The program will include a special lecture by Professor Christoph Bode as
introduced by the President Abe in this issue. "Frankenstein and Prometheus Cult" is the topic of the
symposium which Nahoko Miyamoto Alvey is to organize. She will discuss the theme with two other
speakers: Professor Yumiko Hirono and Miharu Abe.

Japan Shelley Studies Center is participating in Frankenreads, a project of the Keats-Shelley
Association of America to celebrate the 200th anniversary of Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein, or The
Modern Prometheus (1818) encouraging people around the world to organize or participate in events
celebrating the novel. We hope to contribute to the project with the plenary lecture by Professor

Christoph Bode and the symposium at this year’s Annual Conference.
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Annual Conference 2018:

Invitation to Lecture and Symposium in Commemoration of
the 200th Anniversary of the Publication of Frankenstein

Between 2016 that marks the 200th anniversary of the conception of Frankenstein, or Modern
Prometheus and 2018, the 200th year of its first publication, we have planned events
reassessing the impact that Mary Shelley’s creation has had on the imagination of the modern
mind, and we organized talks and symposiums discussing the milieu that brought about the
creation. In the 2016 Annual Conference we focused on Lake Geneva association and Jean
Jacque Rousseau that led to the conception of a creature created by a human. In 2017 we
explored the scientific background for the Shelleys, and this year we are going to examine
German Gothic fiction and Promethean myth for the understanding of the work that Mary and

Percy Shelley were projecting.
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2017 Symposium (December 2, 2017, University of Tokyo)

The Scientific Shelleys

NIINA Maumi, Moderator and Response
YONETA Lawrence Masakazu

SUZUKI Rina
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A New Solution to the Sum of Shelley, Mary, and Science

Masumi Niina

The relationship between Percy Bysshe Shelley and
science has long been a topic of interest and was first
discussed in the memoirs of his friends. Of course,
Shelley was fascinated by the science of his time,
many aspects of which he successfully integrated into
his poetry. Moreover, his wife, Mary, famously
focused on the unmanageability of science in
Frankenstein, a potent warning for modern times.
What, then, is the point of further study of the
Shelleys and science, particularly in the twenty-first
century, when science is vastly more advanced than in
their time? In their time, people believed that science
would change the world for the better. In the context
of that naive belief, the Shelleys' desire to unite
science and poetry seems entirely ordinary, and

Mary’s role of a prophetess even greater. We all know,

however, that is not how they should be valued.

The problem is that any evaluation tends to be
swayed by the zeitgeist of the age. When adhering to
our modern way of thinking, or to that prevalent in the
Shelleys' time, we easily lose sight of what Shelley
and Mary really are. There should be ever-lasting
significance, restricted to no age, in the relationship
between the Shelleys and science, as their perspective
offers important lessons in reconciling ourselves to
science.

For that purpose, three panelists have been
invited to the symposium. Together, they offer a new
and broader perspective from which to appreciate
more comprehensively the Shelleys’ perspective on
science. Masakazu Lawrence Yoneta will focus on
Shelley, Rina Suzuki on Mary, and Ken’ichi Uki will



speak from the perspective of a scientist. Their

insights into the universal truth of the Shelleys’ views

on science, which will help us live harmoniously in

our time. (Keio University)
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Shelley the ‘Romantic’ Scientist:
Publicising Secular Ideology in Queen Mab

Lawrence Masakazu Yoneta

In what ways was Percy Bysshe Shelley seen as
‘Romantic’ scientist? To answer this question,
Timothy Morton restored Shelley’s ‘green’ writing
to its socio-cultural context, and thereby
successfully reconstructed what may be called
Shelley the Romantic Ecologist. Sharon Ruston
further broadened the contextual horizons of
Shelleyan science by reintegrating the poet’s organic
“vitalist’

imagery into contemporary British

discourse. Shelley the Scientist, however, manifests
itself as a typically ‘Romantic’ phenomenon in yet
another context: the popularization of scientific
knowledge.
Early-nineteenth-century Britain indeed
witnessed a scientific revolution. The rapidly
expanding middle class transformed Great Britain
into a ‘scientific community’ in which independent

amateurs engaged in entreprencurial activities,



communicated their results to local specialist
societies, and publicized their original findings
through the then proliferating print media. And a
newly literate ‘reading public’ participated in this
burgeoning community as avid consumers of
‘commodified science’, enjoying ready access to the
latest research by way of club talks, public lectures
and circulating libraries. Thus, the revolution in
scientific research was synonymous with the
popularization of science.

Shelley’s earliest career was also implicated
in the Romantic scientific community. After being
expelled from University College, Oxford, the
troubled young poet determined to relaunch his
career as a surgeon in London. He moved in
Lincoln’s Inn Fields with his cousin Charles Grove,

who had recently began medical training at St.

Bartholomew’s Hospital. Shelley was soon
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introduced to Sir William Lawrence and other
medical men from Bart’s Medical and Philosophical
Society. He also began to attend John Abernethy’s
anatomical lectures delivered within the hospital.
After dabbling in the medical profession for only
one year, Shelley joined William Godwin’s radical
circle in Bracknell. Among the members of this
circle was John Frank Newton, author of the
vegetarian tract, The Return to Nature. Newton’s
secular naturalism inspired Shelley’s missionary
zeal for enlightening his English people through
vegetarian diet. And the poet, while practicing
‘proselytising’ vegetarianism by himself, composed
his first major poem Queen Mab and then wrote his
first medico-political treatise, A Vindication of
Natural Diet, whereby he attempted to propagate his
the educated class.

secular ideology among

(Shirayuri University)
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Natural Philosophy and Necessitarianism in Frankenstein

Rina Suzuki

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818) is considered
to be a challenging work written in the spirit of the
school of the author's father, William Godwin. A
radical philosopher and distinguished novelist, Godwin
exerted a great influence on British society and
intellectuals in the 1790s, when Britain saw the
struggle for social reform and expansion of individual
liberty. His new philosophy espoused in his Political
Justice (1793) became one of the most influential and
controversial intellectual strains in the period of the
pre-post French Revolution. Showing the resonance of
that new philosophy and echoing its moral significance,
Frankenstein demonstrates Mary’s great debt of
intellectual and philosophical dimensions to his works
and ideas. Though referred to as a Godwinian novel,
Frankenstein is hardly loyal to Godwin's philosophy. In
fact, the novel is the product of a critical reappraisal of
Through her

speculation on the decline of revolutionary ideas in the

his principal theoretical tenets.
early nineteenth century and her hard experiences in
the real world, Mary gradually formulated some
queries about Godwin’s radical theories. In
Frankenstein she examines her doubts regarding her
father’s ideas and explores her views on human nature,
the individual’s potential for moral improvement, and
the possibility of social reform.

In Political Justice, Godwin focused first on
presenting  his  underlying  assumption  that
improvement of social conditions should necessarily
accompany the improvement of human beings. He
engaged in inquiring as to the mode in which human
happiness and moral improvement might most
successfully be introduced into society, denouncing the
accepted dogmas and the various political institutions
obstacles to human

that were improvement.

Additionally, he introduced the progressive idea of

human perfectibility. Central to the whole
philosophical theory in Political Justice is the doctrine
of necessity, according to which human beings are the
offspring of their circumstances and have no innate
character or ideas. As all the workings of material
universe are strictly subject to the law of necessity, the
operations of human minds and all resulting actions are
also determined by, or occur according to, that law, and
therefore are inevitable. That assumption leads to the
denial of human free will. Under the law of necessity, if
their social and educational conditioning is properly
favorable for enlightenment, individuals are all
perfectible; in other words, they are amenable to
perpetual improvement in morality and intellect. The
amelioration and progress of society could lead to the
perpetual improvement of humankind, and vice versa.
The doctrine of necessity and the science of human
nature are prominent among the philosophical theories
of Godwin’s which Mary reevaluates in her novel.

In Europe, the second half of the eighteenth
century was a period of intellectual, social and political
ferment, the time referred to as the Age of

Enlightenment. The intelligentsia saw infinite
possibilities of human intellect in the rapid progress of
natural sciences. To Godwin, the progress of science
served as the grounds of the idea of human
perfectibility as well as of the doctrine of necessity.
Discovery of the universal laws of nature encouraged
Enlightenment  philosophers’  aspirations  for
domination of the natural world, allowing them to
entertain the lofty ambition of governing human beings
and the whole social system through discovering the
principles of causation that control the operations of

human minds. Like other Enlightenment thinkers



including David Hume, Godwin adopted a Newtonian
scientific approach to advance the science of human
nature; he tried to observe events in the human mind,
track the frequency of their occurrence, and organize
them into classes, excluding the appearance of
irregularity, finally establishing a general idea as to the
universal laws governing the human mind and the
moral world. Through employing those laws for moral
enlightenment, a human can be a more rational being,
he thought, a new man on the high road toward
perfectibility.

Frankenstein is a manifestation of Mary’s critical
reassessment of the doctrine of necessity and the
science of human nature, which Godwin refers to as
“human science” in Political Justice. That is indicated
in the creation by Victor Frankenstein, an enlightened
natural philosopher, of a monstrous rational being and
the ensuing tragedies. Victor adopts the Newtonian and
Godwinian scientific approach in the unsuccessful
attempt to create a human being in perfection. The
creature he regards as an "abortion" turns out to be a
being who destroys the dream of a new man
embodying human perfectibility. Made with the utmost
use of natural sciences, the creature deviates from the
universal laws of nature. The inherent contradiction in
his monstrous being results in his lifelong agony. The
creature’s innate deformity, which is certainly an
offspring of necessity, is an irremediable defect beyond
the reach of human ingenuity to modify. It hinders his
moral improvement and leads him to blight his virtues,
which are also the necessary products of his
conditioning. The sequence of events demonstrates
Mary’s distrust of Godwin’s faith in human science.
Simultaneously, the creature’s deformity, which he
believes is the offspring of irresistible fate, is indicative
of her profound apprehension toward the conceited
nature of his attempt to discover and exploit the
universal laws of necessity in the realm of human mind
and morality. His hideousness also reflects her
antipathy towards the scientific understanding of
human beings and the attempt to dissect their minds
through the scientific approach.

While showing skepticism about the idea of human

perfectibility founded on the progress of human

science, Mary also voices doubts as to the doctrine of
the materialistic law of necessity Godwin advocated in
Political Justice. The world of Frankenstein is
governed by the deterministic chain of necessity. That
is discernible not only in the chain of events in the
natural world but in the operations of protagonists’
minds and their accompanying acts. The law of
necessity governing the world of Frankenstein,
however, brings forth no chains towards human moral
improvement and happiness. It continues to produce
yet another chain of malevolence and misfortune. More
significantly, the law of necessity is often overturned
by events that never allow individuals to predict or
make logical deductions. The operations of the
protagonists’ minds are frequently subject to the
unpredictability that Godwin regards as the
interference of irregularity and chance and that he
believes is to be necessarily eliminated as human
science advances. The unpredictability is reflected in
the chain of the workings of the minds of Victor and his
creature which are often swept away by inexplicable,
violent emotion and passion. That demonstrates Mary’s
about the scientific

of the

establishment of the universal law of necessity

skepticism possibility  of

understanding of human beings and
controlling their minds.

The law of necessity in Godwin’s theory assumes
the character of materialism and atheism, admitting no
interference of the Will of God in the chain of events in
the universe. It conveys the essentially secular
scientific notion that a human is a mechanistic being
with no free will, operated on by external forces. Every
event in mind as well as in the material world is only a
link in the materialistic chain of necessity. The notion
frees human beings from religious dogmas including
the superstitious belief in original sin, simultaneously
liberating them from the need to seek the protection of
God and redemption. The progress of secular
enlightenment, science of human nature, and the
doctrine of necessity grant individuals the ability to
pursue human perfection not in Heaven but in the
earthly world. Mary delineates her intensifying
concern about the secular doctrine of necessity in

Frankenstein, which is discernible especially in the



miserable condition in which the creature finds himself
and in his strong desire for salvation. Regarding his
own being as an offspring of materialistic necessity, the
creature continues to seek salvation throughout his life.
He identifies with Adam and entreats Victor the creator
to help him out of his misery which is owing to his
origins. His innate defect is reminiscent of original sin
with his yearning for salvation reflecting human
longing for atonement and divine grace.

The human science Godwin put forward in
Political Justice transformed a human being under the
law of necessity into a machine with no internal engine.
It led individuals to entertain the notion that every
event in the universe dispense with divine will. It also
made the existence of human beings less significant

and uncared-for through depriving them of the idea of
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A Wind of Lucretius' Atomism
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the grace of God. The distress and misery the creature
suffers and his desperate quest for salvation issue a
warning against the pursuit of secular human science
and the materialistic doctrine of necessity which makes
a person a being of reduced significance in the universe.
They are indicative of Mary’s critical view of the
notion that a human is a passive, mechanistic being.
They also seem to reflect her longing for the law of
necessity that assumes a benevolent tendency
according to divine will. Frankenstein is the product of
Mary’s attempt to evolve her views as to the law of
necessity governing the universe and attain new
understanding of human nature and what human life
calls for under the law.

(Doshisha Women’s University)
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The Tempest of the Shelleys : A Wind of Lucretius' Atomism

Kenichi Uki

In the times of Shelley and Mary, the scientists
including Laplace, Lavoisier, Davy and Faraday were
actively engaged in expanding the foundations of
modern atomism built by Boyle and Newton. Their
achievements rapidly transformed speculative natural
philosophy into practical science.

This

coincided with a poem on science by Lucretius, De

Newtonian “renaissance of atomism”

Rerum Natura, rediscovered six centuries ago.
Lucretius, a poet and philosopher in ancient Rome,
wrote it more than 2000 years ago to draw people’s
attention to Epicurus' atomism. But it significantly
departs from modern scientific texts in its poetic style
and concept of clinamen. 1 investigated the influence
of these aspects of Lucretius' work on Shelley's Queen
Mab and Mary Shelley's Frankenstein.

The first feature is the poetic style, which had
little affinity with science. Lucretius’ intention was to
his

contemporaries, and the beauty of his work was

spread atomism in a form popular to

admired even by Vergil. His poetic form successfully
harmonized poetry and science, which seem to be

impossible in our time. This method was adopted by
Shelley in Queen Mab, which bears the subtitle "A
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Philosophical Poem," and influenced his ideas in 4
Defence of Poetry, as regards to the harmony of poetry
and science. In its suggestion of a philosophical theme
based on scientific knowledge, Lucretius' poem is
similar to Frankenstein, which is regarded as the first
work of science fiction. Indeed, the antagonism
between the Monster and Victor can be seen as a
shadow cast over Shelley’s effort to harmonize
science and poetry.

Lucretius' second feature is the concept of
clinamen, the minute "swerve" of atoms. Atomism
maintains that all things are made up of atoms and
obey natural laws, and thus it ultimately leads to
determinism, e.g., the reign of Laplace's demon and
the denial of free will, as evidenced by his regarding
all living things as automatons. However, the idea of
clinamen led Lucretius to reject determinism. In his
view, minute atomic swerves cause atomic collisions,
which bring about various natural phenomena, thus it
allows the possibility of free will. For example, a
micro-atomic swerve caused by a mere gust of wind
Thus,

non-deterministic science is established in which

could cause a macroscopic tempest. a

atomism and free will are compatible. Although



Queen Mab seems to contradict itself by advocating
free will in the context of scientific determinism, such
as Godwin's idea of Necessity, it is nevertheless
consistent with the idea of clinamen. In Frankenstein,
the Monster's rebellion is a kind of divergence from

the fate decided by its creator and can be regarded as a

tempest caused by clinamen.

On the 600th anniversary of the rediscovery of
Lucretius, I wish to offer this presentation as a gust of
fresh wind that blows through the two divides of
poetry and science beyond their seemingly intractable

opposition. (Engineer)

“Shelley: Poet and Legislator 1792-1992” (New York Public Library, 1992) D A # —
(p. 23 FEH)
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Plenary Lecture given at 26th Annual Conference

A Reading of Shelley’s Ode to Liberty

Nobuo Yoshioka

The first and last stanzas of Ode to Liberty serve as
prologue and epilogue to the rest of the stanzas. The
prologue begins: “A glorious people vibrated again/ The
lightning of the nations: Liberty/ From heart to heart,
from tower to tower, o’er Spain,/ Scattering contagious
fire into the sky,/ Gleamed” (I. 1-5).

The poet hails the Spanish revolution with a
reflection that any revolution or reform in a nation,
which, as the second sentence suggests, is an even
inspired and guided by Liberty. She transmits the effect
to the other nations, so that revolutions recur at intervals
of months, years, centuries, or a millennium in between,
as the poet soon goes on to recount chronologically: first
in ancient Greece (III-VI), second in ancient Rome
(VII-VIII), followed by more recent and current
repetitions (IX—XIV) and probable and wished for future
repetitions (XV-XVIII). These repetitions, each more or
less varied, like a scene in a drama or an episode in an
epic, are at once an interesting and serious story.
“vibrated” Ellis’s
concordance gives “brandished” for its sense. The word
“brandish” is defined in OED: “lc. To flourish about,

Now, what does mean?

move vigorously (the limbs, the head, etc.),” but
“vibrated” had better be taken in its more usual sense,
because, firstly, vibration more easily associates itself
with thunder that may accompany “the lightning”; and
secondly, a definition in OED: “Vibrate II. 7. B. To emit,
give forth, send out (light, sound etc.) by, or as by,
vibration or vibratory motion” is more direct and
explicatory to the context. Thus, the “lightning” has two
aspects, visual (lightning) and vocal (thunder): “the ray/
Of the remotest sphere of living flame” (11-12) and
(“the Spirit’s whirlwind [from its station in the heaven of
fame]” (11) and “A voice out of the deep” (15).

Next, where was the poet when he knew of the
revolution? His whereabouts are seen more clearly in

XIII. He had long lain asleep in a vale on the steep of a
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snow-covered mountain—Ilike Prometheus, ‘“bound to

9

the precipice,” “eyeless in hate,” on “a ravine of icy
rocks in the Indian Caucasus” (Act I)—not alone, but
there seem to have been a few others, till he was
awakened and bewildered now, like a few around
him—Liberty-philes or reformers. “My soul spurned the
chains of its dismay,”—perhaps the “chains” were of
ice—“And in the rapid plumes of song/ Clothed itself,
sublime and strong / As a young eagle soars the morning
clouds among/ Hovering in verse o’er its accustomed
prey.” His soul did not make but hear or clothe itself in
“the plumes of song.” The definite article implies that
they were already there; they rather worked as a moving
force for his soul like “a young eagle,” spurning “the
chains of its dismay,” soaring high “the morning clouds
among” to eat breakfast (which means for “a young
eagle” to join the chorus that the rebels were singing in
Cadiz). At dawn, heated by the fire and sound scattered
by the sun-like Liberty, the seas, rivers, and frozen vales
were breathing up vapour, as is echoed in the sentence
“O’er the lit waves every Aeolian isle.../ Howls, and
leaps, and glares in chorus” (XIII 3-5). This vapour or
dew, rising vigorously and melodiously, becomes “the
morning clouds.” His soul itself is such a water drop or
dew, as are the few liberty-philes or sympathizers around
him and all others that remain below on land and waves.
“The morning clouds” are now “hovering” in the bright
blue sky, chanting ardently and jubilantly for Liberty.
Thus, this passage is equivalent to the first and
second sentences, and so are the following sentences:
“(Till) from its station in the Heaven of fame/ The
Spirit’s whirlwind rapped it” (4); “[and] the ray/ Of the
remotest sphere of living flame/ Which paves the void
was from behind it flung” (5)—"“the voice”/“the ray” of
the sun-like liberty, driving out night’s silence/darkness,
“rapped” his sleeping soul; the poet was one of those

affected by the “contagious fire”/“the plumes of song.”



The next phrase is also equivalent to the above
four: “As foam from a ship’s swiftness” (6). The “foam”
may be clouds surrounding Liberty which is a ship, i.e.
“the ray”/ the “song” passed flashing/blasting through,
and which, dispersing yet flowing in the wake of the ship,
fall over him from behind like a lot of ninepins, echoing
the melody. He finds himself joining the chorus:
“[When] there came / A voice out of the deep: I will
record the same” (7).

Remarkably, stanza I comprises seven statements
that reemphasize one another. In other words, the main
theme “A glorious people vibrated again/ The lightning
of the nations” is followed by six equivalent variations.

The last word of the prologue marks the beginning
of the main part: the “voice” goes on to narrate or sing of
Liberty’s visits to the nations, followed by the poet
recording the words, till “The solemn harmony/ Paused”
(XVIII- XIX), the epilogue begins.

The epilogue is comprised of sentences and phrases
that are in agreement, reverse or static to the image of
soaring motion in the prologue comparable to strophes
and antistrophes of the Greek choral composition. “The
solemn harmony/ Paused” is a stasis, since Liberty has
arrived at the final point in her travel, in other words, the
voice has finished singing, and she will return to where
she came from, i.e. “the remotest sphere of living flame”
or “its station in the Heaven of fame.” “[T]he Spirit of
that mighty singing” is a strophe. “To its abyss was
suddenly withdrawn” is an antistrophe. “Then, as a wild
swan, when sublimely winging/ Its path athwart the
thunder-smoke of dawn,/ Sinks headlong through the
aerial golden light/ On the heavy-sounding plain,” is
regarded an antistrophe. “When the bolt has pierced its
brain” is a strophe. “My song, its pinions disarrayed of
might,/ Drooped” is an antistrophe. Likewise, “—o’er it
closed the echoes far away/ Of the great voice which did
its flight sustain,” an antistrophe. “As waves which lately
paved his watery way/ Hiss round a drowner’s head in

their tempestuous play”: a stasis. This is a closing
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remark: Clouds i.e. Liberty-philes, dissolving in
rain-drops, fall onto the waves of the ocean, i.e. merge
into the general public.

The original repetitions are narrated in II-V
(ancient Greece). With the Earth’s groan as driving force,
mankind grew up gradually; “The spirit of the beasts”
kindled...” “Man, the

multiplied/ His generations...”; “palace and pyramid/

was imperial shape, then
Temple and prison,” “Anarchs and priests” developed;
child,/ Verse

Philosophy did strain/ Her lidless eyes for thee; when

33

yet a speechless murmured, and

o’er the Aegean main/ Athens arose: a city such as vision
/ Builds from the purple crags and silver towers/ Of
battlemented cloud,

as in derision Of kingliest

masonry:.../ A divine work!” inheriting from the
grandfather, “This divinest universe,” divine properties
” “silver towers of battlemented
“the

sunfire,” abstracted by “vision”

such as purple crags,

cloud,”  “ocean-floors,” evening  sky,”

“thunder-zoned winds,”
i.e. “Philosophy”, child of “Man” and earth. Finally,
“Athens diviner yet, / Gleamed with its crest of columns,
on the will / Of man, as on a mount of diamond, set;/ For
thou wert, and thine all-creative skill/ Peopled, with
forms that mock the eternal dead/ In marble immortality,
that hill/ Which was thine earliest throne and latest
oracle.”

“The will / Of man” corresponds with “the human
spirit’s deepest deep” (IX. 11) and “Till human thoughts
might kneel alone / Each before the judgement-throne /
Of its own aweless soul, or of the power unknown! ... /
Till in the nakedness of false and true / They [“the
words”] stand before their Lord, each to receive its due!”
(XVI. 6-15); and to include “My soul” (1. 5).

(ERER. LLBh 05RB)
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I have said that the rich command, and the poor
obey, and that money is only a kind of sign, which
shews, that according to government the rich man
has a right to command the poor man, or rather that
the poor man being urged by having no money to

get bread, is forced to work for the rich man. . . .10
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I write now not only with a view for Catholic
Emancipation, but for universal emancipation; and
this emancipation complete and unconditional, that
shall comprehend every individual of whatever
nation or principles, that shall fold in its embrace all
that think and all that feel, the Catholic cause is
subordinate, and its success preparatory to this great
cause, which adheres to no sect but society, to no
cause but that of universal happiness, to no party
but the people. I desire Catholic Emancipation, but
I desire not to stop here, [...] the great and lasting
one which shall bring about the peace, the harmony,
and the happiness of Ireland, England, Europe, the
World.'
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Can you conceive, O Irishmen! a happy state of
society---conceive men of every way of thinking
living together like brothers. The descendant of the
greatest Prince would there, be entitled to no more
respect than the son of a peasant. There would be
no pomp and no parade, but that I which the rich
now keep to themselves, would then be distributed
among the people. None would be in magnificence,
but the superfluities then taken from the rich would
be sufficient when spread abroad, to make every
one comfortable. — No lover would then be false to
his mistress, no mistress would desert her lover. No
friend would play false, no rents, no debts, no taxes,
no frauds of any kind would disturb the general
happiness: good as they would be, wise as they
would be, they would be daily getting better and
wiser. No beggars would exist, nor any of those
wretched women, who are now reduced to a state of
the most horrible misery and vice, by men whose
wealth makes them villainous and hardened, No
thieves or murderers, because poverty would never
drive men to take away comforts from another,
when he had enough for himself. Vice and misery,
pomp and poverty, power and obedience, would
then be banished altogether.---It is for such a state

as this, Irishmen, that I exhort you to prepare.'>
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I wish to impress upon your minds, that without
virtue or wisdom, there can be no liberty or
happiness and that temperance, sobriety, charity,
and independence of soul, will give you virtue --- as
thinking, enquiring, reading, and talking, will give
you wisdom. Without the first, the last is of little
use, and without the last, the first is a dreadful curse

to yourselves and others.!”
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It will be said, that my design is to make you
dissatisfied with your present condition, and that I
wish to raise a Rebellion. But how stupid and
sottish must those men be, who think that violence
and uneasiness of mind have any thing to do with
forwarding the views of peace, harmony and
happiness. They should know that nothing was so
well-fitted to produce slavery, tyranny, and vice, as
the violence which is attributed to the friends of
liberty, and which the real friends of liberty are the

only persons who disdain.”!
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Wherever has violence succeeded? The French
Revolution, although undertaken with the best
intentions, ended ill for the people ; because
violence was employed, the cause which they
vindicated was that of truth, but they gave it the
appearance of a lie, by using methods which will

suit the purposes of liars as well as their own.?
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But I do not consider that they will or can

immediately happen ; their arrival will be gradual,
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and it all depends upon yourselves how soon or

how late these great changes will happen.?
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SHELLEY: POET AND LEGISLATOR OF THE WORLD

20-23 MAY, 1992

The Keats-Shelley Association of America announces a four-day international conference to celebrate the

bicentenary of Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822): poet, philosopher, political visionary, and citizen of the
world. To set Shelley on a world stage speakers representing a wide variety of critical and scholarly interests
and backgrounds have been invited not only from the U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom, but also from
the breadth of Europe—France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Rumania, and Russia—and from South
Africa, Syria, and Japan. Meeting at the City University of New York Graduate Center and New York Public
Library, through lectures, panels, and general discussion participants will explore the impact of Shelley’s art
and thought over two centuries, their significance for the contemporary world and ramifications for the future.
Topics will range from specific nuances opened up by new textual h, to Shelley’s conception of the
poet's role and his own place in nineteenth-century social thought, to his centrality in current postmodern
critical debates. Along with the conference, the New York Public Library will mount a major exhibition of
manuscripts and personal artifacts from the Carl H. Pforzheimer Shelley and His Circle Collection, the major
archive on the poet outside England.

Although authors of major work on Shelley in America and abroad have been invited, the coordinators en-
others to propose topics of rel to the conference and/or to send in one-page abstracts of poten-
tial oommbuuona dnd.l.lne 14 February 1992, In addition, five stipends of $200 have been set aside to
assist grad with a scholarly i in Shelley'’s writings. Applicants should send either coordi-
nator a statement relati g their scholarl to the goals of the conference and indicating what they
would hope to derive from pamc:paum ‘The application should be supported independently by a written
recommendation from a faculty supervisor: deadline 14 February 1992; notification 21 February 1992,

TRAVEL AND HOUSING: American Airlines will provide reduced fares (40% off regular fare, 5% below
lowest apex fare, plus waiver of requirements). Two hotels are designated for conference housing:

The Grand Hyatt (first class, c. $160 a night) at 42nd and Park.
The Lexington (economy, c. $90 a night) at Lexington and 47th.

ALL ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE MADE THROUGH JOYCE STOGO OF ZENITH TRAVEL
(16 EAST 34TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10016): tel 212/889-6969; toll free 800/221-2786; telex 236244
ZENTUR; fax 212/594-4754. Although there is no conference fee, for planning and space considerations we
ask prospective attendees to return the enclosed card by 10 April 1992,

COORDINATORS:
Dr. Betty T Bennett, Dean Professor Stuart Curran
College of Ans & Sciences Department of English
The American University Bennett Hall
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. University of Pennsylvania

Washington, D.C. 20016
202/885-2446; Fax 202/885-2429

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6273

215/898-7355; Fax 215/573-2063 G (10) ERRFEOBBEN,

Shelley: Poet and Legislator of the World is supported by a major grant from the National Endowment for
the Humanities, and by the Keats-Shelley Association of America, the New York Public Library, the Carl and
Lily Pforzheimer Foundation, the City University of New York, the American University, and University of
Pennsylvania.
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SHELLEY: POET AND LEGISLATOR OF THE WORLD

MAY 20-23, 1992, NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Betty T. Bennett Stuart Curran
Dean of Arts and Sciences Department of English
The American University University of Pennsylvania
Washington, D.C. 20016 Philadelphia, PA 19104-6273
Purpose.

1992 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of Percy
Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822): poet, philosopher, political
visionary, and cultural reformer. We propose an international
conference to consider these varied aspects of his art and
thought within an integrated framework. Among the specific
concerns the conference will address are the sources of Shelley's
internationalism, his conception of the poet as legislator of the
world, his actual legacy within the nationalist reform struggles
of the nineteenth century and in passive resistance movements in
the twentieth century, his recent emergence as a forerunner of
poststructuralist phileosophy and linguistics, the effect of the
new textual scholarship (e.g. publication of the notebooks and
manuscripts in facsimile), the diversity of his impact on various
cultures (American, British, European, Asian), and the enduring
importance of his poetry on a world scale. Such a conference is
particularly appropriate for a writer fluent in seven languages
(who translated from six) and who, after the Enlightenment model,
conceived of himself as a citizen of the world. It is also
timely, since the liberalization of eastern Europe, according to
a script Shelley himself might have written, offers the first
opportunity in the memory of almost all Shelley students for a

free exchange of American and western European scholars with
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their counterparts in the east, many of whom have labored in
isolation for years; and it should likewise open a doorway to the
newer scholarship now being seen in Asia. The conference will
draw participants from every part of the United States, from
Canada, Britain, and Australia, and from Italy, the united
Germany, France, Greece, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, the
Soviet Union, Syria, India, and Japan.

This will be the first time ever that such an international
conference on Shelley has been assembled. Its purpose will be
not to homogenize such diverse cultural perspectives and
traditions, but rather to foster a spirited exchange among then.
We will want, on the one hand, to examine the ways in which
Shelley's legacy has altered in time or has been reinvested. On
the other hand, as useful as is such a consolidation of the past,
it is equally important, as the almost explosive vitality of
current publication on Shelley indicates, to nourish the breadth
of new perspectives that will carry Shelley's influence into a
third century. Although a bicentenary event by its nature
partakes of celebration, in the spirit of skepticism that was
Shelley's hallmark, we will want fairly to consider the possible
limitations as well as the values inherent within his vision.

In particular, this conference will want to focus on how
much in recent years the motive force driving Shelley scholarship
has been coming from different, virtually opposite, conceptions
of his writings and thought. On the one hand there is the
libertarian Shelley who celebrates the progress of liberty as a

human birthright and discerns the psychological and social
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responsibilities involved in ensuring its continuance. This is
unquestionably the poet in a still potent role as "unacknowledged
legislator of the world." oOn the other hand, there is Shelley
the confirmed skeptic who sees all words as metaphors, all
systems as fictions, all truths as relative because ultimately
unknowable. This deregulative thinker has been rediscovered as a
precursor of modern poststructuralist/deconstructive linguistics
and philosophy and of the indeterminacy of modern physics. One
can begin to discern an attempt to relate these two distinct
conceptions in the writings of younger deconstructive critics
like Jerrold Hogle (Shelley's Process, 1988) and Tilottama Rajan
(The Supplement of Reading, 1990), but one can still ask if their
conception of philosophical anarchism is compatible with the
political anarchism emphasized by Michael Scrivener (Radical

Shelley, 1982), and whether the term itself would be acceptable

to those scholars (P.M.S. Dawson, The Unacknowledged Legislator,
1980; Donald Reiman, Romantic Texts and Contexts, 1987) who

insist strictly on a grounding in the actual history of the age.
There are likewise other alternative conceptions that need
exploration: between the British and American Shelley, or
between the Shelley of the English-speaking world and the figure
translated into so many diverse cultures and contexts. This
conference will be the first ever to be planned on such a scale
that such questions can be fruitfully asked. _
Sponsor.

The conference is being planned by the Keats-Shelley

Association of America, Inc., which is the principal organization
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in the United States devoted to research on the Younger Romantics
of England, including Shelley. The Association boasts over 300
individual members, and its journal, the Keats-Shelley Journal,
which publishes documentary notes, critical and scholarly
articles, and an exhaustive annual bibliography, is the
international journal of record for scholarship on these figures.
Its editors, Betty Bennett and Stuart Curran who are the major
coordinators of the conference, have already solicited the
approval of the KSA to publish its proceedings in a specially

enlarged issue and increased edition of the Keats=Shelley Journal

in 1993. The New York Public Library will furnish the major
institutional site for the conference because its collection on
"Shelley and His Circle" (the former Carl Pforzheimer Library) is
the major American archive on Shelley, sharing with the Bodleian
Library, Oxford, the preponderance of the poet's papers. The
dates of the conference are planned to coincide with the opening
of a major exhibition from this collection at the Library and
with the 1992 annual meeting of the Keats-Shelley Association,
allowing us to draw directly on a large public interest in the

Shelley bicentenary.

For the full text, see Japan Shelley Studies Center Web site:
http://prometheus-shelleys.org/
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