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NEWS

The thirty first annual conference of Japan Shelley Studies Center (JSSC) was held in-person
as well as online, on December 3, 2022. After KITANI Itsuki, JSSC President, welcomed both in-
person attendees as well as virtual participants, NOMA Yurika gave a paper on Mary Shelley’s
short novel “The Mortal Immortal’ and its social background in comparison to other novels of
hers. It was followed by the symposium which marked the bicentenary of the death of Percy
Bysshe Shelley, concentrating on Italy, the ‘adopted land’ for Mary and Percy Shelley. The two
panellists, ICHIKAWA Jun and SUZUKI Rieko, both focused on Mary’s Valperga (1823), a
historical novel set in fourteenth-century Italy, from different points of view—Machiavelli’s
historiography and the Shelleys’s republicanism, respectively. KITANI Itsuki, the chair and
panellist, discussed ‘The Choice’ (1823), Mary’s poem on her bitter-sweet remembrances of those
Italian days, in terms of her fine poetic sensibility. The conference was concluded by the special
lecture given by Mark Sandy from Durham University.

The thirty second conference will be held face-to-face, on December 2, 2023 at Teikyo University,

which also will be live-streamed online. The program will include a special lecture by ALVEY
Miyamoto Nahoko, and a symposium led by HOSOKAWA Minae, TASHIRO Naomichi, and
IKEDA Keiko. Details will be given over the following months via e-mail.
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The 2022 Bicentenary Symposium of Shelley’s Death

(December 3, 2022, at Teikyo University)

‘Here Let Me Live and Die’
—the Shelleys in Italy
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Valperga, Machiavellil, and Romance

ICHIKAWA Jun

While Niccolo Machiavelli described Castruccio Castracani, who became duke of Lucca in the

14th century, as a heroic leader in La Vita di Castruccio Castracani da Lucca (1520), Mary



Shelley presented the tyrannical side of Castruccio’s character in her second novel or historical
romance Valperga: or, the Life and Adventures of Castruccio, Prince of Lucca (1823). This view
1s generally shared in research on Mary Shelley. However, there is a marked divergence of
opinions concerning the interpretation of the preface of Valperga, the standpoint of this novel
against (or for?) Machiavelli’s La Vita, and the relationship between literary romance and
historiography. This study seeks to unravel this Gordian knot of discussion.

It should be noted that Machiavelli’s La Vita is not an authentic biography, nor did he
intend to produce one. In Machiavellian study, La Vita is regarded as a completely literary
work. Shelley’s referring to it as ‘romance’ in the preface is just highlighting this fact and
cannot be proof to explain her critical standpoint against the historiography of La Vita.
Moreover, in Shelley’s writing about Machiavelli based on thorough examination in Lives of
the Most Eminent Literary and Scientific Men of Italy, Spain and Portugal (1835), her
evaluation is rather positive. Although later Shelley students tend to see her referring to La
Vita as ‘romance’ as a hint to locate her to oppose to Machiavelli, historical condition around
the forming of La Vita and Shelley’s writing does not allow this.

Exploring the historical background of Machiavelli’s writing, its English reception, and
Shelley’s reading of it, referring to the controversy over the difference and commonality
between romance and history, the distinctive characteristic of Valperga is suggested not as a
counterargument against Machiavelli’s historiography but as an attempt to undertake the
genre of historical romance which is not disparate from La Vita.

(Nippon Sport Science University)
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On Republicanism in the Works
of P. B. Shelley and Mary Shelley:
‘Sonnet: Political Greatness’ and
Valperga

SUZUKI Rieko

As a way of marking the 200th anniversary of P. B. Shelley’s death, I would like to focus on the
political aspect of his literary output in relation to Mary Shelley’s response and further
contribution to it. More specifically, I introduce a textual analysis of P. B. Shelley’s ‘Sonnet’ and
a literary criticism of Mary Shelley’s Valperga undertaken by Michael Rossington: ‘Shelley’s
Neapolitan-Tuscan Poetics: “Sonnet: Political Greatness” and the “Republic of Benevento” (2009)
on the one hand, and ‘Future Uncertain: The Republican Tradition and Its Destiny in Valperga
(2000) on the other. Rossington is well known for both his editorial work on the Shelleys and for
his interest in identifying and tracing the republican tradition in their works. My contention is
to bridge the two pieces that were written independently from each other. What Rossington
highlights in the former is the fluid and open-ended nature of the ‘Sonnet’ (based on manuscript
evidence) that accords well with Shelley’s understanding of poetry in general as something that
transforms itself in meaning with changing time and place without losing its claim of import on
the readers. This has a rather interesting and uncanny relationship with how Shelley regarded
the fate of republicanism as he came to conceive it in the wake of the political turmoil of Europe
in the nineteenth century. Shelley’s configuration of the two (i.e., republicanism and poetry) in
the ‘Sonnet’ is further fleshed out in a character by the name of Euthanasia in Valperga. To read
Rossington’s two arguments in tandem enables us to see how closely the Shelleys worked
together (both in the process of conception and output), an aspect of their creative process that
has begun to attract attention recently.

(Waseda University)
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Mary Shelley’s Lyrical Sensibility in
‘The Choice’—With a Comparison to
Adonais

KITANTI Itsuki

Several previous studies, including Anne Markley and Graham Allen, have attempted to
explain what genre is appropriate for Mary Shelley’s poem ‘The Choice’—what is called choice
poems (Horace), the Heroides (Ovid), verse epistles like Eloisa to Abelard (Pope) or classical
elegies and dirges. Taking its cue from the genre eclogue—whose etymological origin is exactly
the Greek word €yAoyn, ‘choice’—, my paper interprets this lyric as a variation of ‘pastoral elegy’,
just the same as Percy Bysshe Shelley’s Adonais; to clarify Mary’s poetic sensibility, it focuses
on the scene, in which Mary as the narrator remembering her lost son William, seems to make
a poetic allusion from Adonais. It should never be overlooked that Mary meticulously portrays
her little son as he was, through various fresh and sensuous expressions, to the extent that the
reader can feel the splendour of his soul and life. It should also be noted that the mother Mary
depicts her son in the beautiful landscapes of Italy, in particular, Rome, in a way different from
Shelley’s Adonais. Mary was, indeed, such a prominent travel writer as to be proved by History
of a Six Weeks’ Tour through a Part of France, Switzerland, Germany, and Holland (1817),
‘Recollections of Italy’ (1824), and even her description of the grandeur of the Alps (Ch. 10) in
Frankenstein (1818). Mary’s right ‘choices’ of the scenes and imagery in this poem no doubt
show her delicate, poetic sense of beauty, which could be more fully explored in the study of the
Shelleys.

(Teikyo University)



Special Lecture

“Dim Mirrors of Ruin”: The Myth, Memory,
and Mourning of P. B. Shelley’s Death’

Professor Mark Sandy
Durham University, UK

“Dim Mirrors of Ruin”: The Myth, Memory, and Mourning of P. B. Shelley’s Death’
Professor Mark Sandy Durham University, UK. Reflecting on the implications of P. B. Shelley’s
epitaph, taken from Shakespeare’s The Tempest, ‘Nothing of him doth fade / But doth suffer a
sea change / Into something rich and strange’, this lecture attempts to disentangle the reality
from the myth of the events surrounding the poet’s death and cremation. To what extent do
nineteenth-century accounts, say, by Edward Trelawney and Leigh Hunt, mythologise or testify
to the circumstances of Shelley’s drowning, the discovery of the poet’s washed ashore body, and
its subsequent burning? Sifting the myth from the reality is instructive about both Mary
Shelley’s role as literary editor and executor in her Preface to her husband’s Posthumous Poems
(1824) and his poetic reputation in the late nineteenth century.

Exploring the myth and reality of Shelley’s death also offers further insights into another
compelling and haunting aspect of the poet’s mythification: Shelley as a prophetic self-elegist of
his own demise in his letters troubled by fears of drowning, his elegy for Keats, Adonais, and his
unfinished The Triumph of Life. Through an evocation of Dantean imagery, Shelley’s Adonais,
for instance, closes with a hopeful yet perilous voyage towards the ‘abode where the eternal’
reside. Such an existentially treacherous, poetic, voyaging out is equally charted by Shelley’s
own self-allusion to ‘Ode to the West Wind’. Shelley’s lyric is another of his visionary poems
which, like the fragment of The Triumph of Life, written in Dantean metrics (terza rima),
meditates on questions of posterity. Crucially, then, Shelley’s own mythmaking, as much as the
mythification of the untimely events of the poet’s demise, have helped to shape the posthumous

reception of Shelley’s poetry in the nineteenth century and beyond.
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